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Milford honors Gov. Pattison

City of Milford News
An ofÞ cial publication of the City of Milford

The 
year 2005 
had many 
memora-
ble events 
and 
happen-
ings. As 
always, 
Frontier Days is Mil-
fordÕs premier event but 
the Þ rst annual Busker 
Festival was a real eye 
catcher. From all indi-
cations, Milford will 
now have two signature 
events during the year. I 
couldnÕt be happier for 
our town. Thanks to the 
Chamber of Commerce 
for their outstanding 
work with Frontier Days 
and thanks to Suzanne 
Stagg for the incredible 
work she did with Busk-
ers.

Milford is an exciting 
town due to the efforts of 
two local organizations. 
The Milford-Miami 
Chamber of Commerce, 
in my opinion, has be-
come much more active 
and visible due to the 
great work done by Jean 
Ackerman, President and 
Karen Huff, Executive 
Director. These ladies 
really work hard and it 
shows. Thanks for all

(continued on page 4)

From The Mayor

Mayor
Lou Bishop

The Milford Area His-
torical Society and the City 
of Milford remembered John 
M. Pattison and his accom-
plishments with a 100-year 
celebration at the Greenlawn 
Cemetery on Oct. 9, 2005.

Pattison (1847-1906) 
was the 43rd Governor of 
Ohio. State Senator Tom 
Niehaus presented the soci-
ety with an Ohio ß ag, which 
had ß own over the capitol 
building.  Gary Knepp 
gave a short address about 
PattisonÕs life, and his great 
and great-great grandsons 
unveiled the plaque. 

A ß agpole and marker, 
commemorating the centen-
nial of PattisonÕs election 
as governor, were dedicated 
near his burial site at Green-
lawn Cemetery.  A reception 
was held at Promont, the 
governorÕs former home, 
afterwards.

Gov. Pattison was born 
near Owensville. He joined 
the Union Army during 
the Civil War in 1864. Pat-
tison attended Ohio Wes-
leyan University and brieß y 
served in the Ohio House 

of Representatives in 1873 
before working at an insur-
ance company. Pattison was 
elected to the U.S. House of 
Representatives in 1890 af-
ter serving in the Ohio State 
Senate. He served one term 

from 1891-1893, but lost an 
1892 bid for re-election. Pat-
tison was elected governor 
in 1905.

He entered ofÞ ce in 
January 1906 and served 
until his death in June.
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Virginia Critchell, and State Senator 
Tom Niehaus,
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Row House Gallery presents a 
ÒWild Time with Will Bullas,Ó Fri-
day, April 7, 5-8 pm. Bullas is a master 
of blending wry wit with his artistic 
gifts in a merging of the animal king-
dom with the rat race of our modern 
times Ð never ceasing to bring a smile 
to viewers. A favorite of Row House 
and well known across the nation for 
his extraordinary sense of humor, Bul-
las will be at the gallery to greet fans 
and sign works. For more information, 
contact Row House at 831-7230 or at 
www.rowhouse.com.

¥ Clermont 20/20 Clean and Green 
announces its Spring Litter  Pick-Up.  
On Saturday, April 22, from 9 am until 
noon, volunteers from across Clermont 
County will gather at designated meet-
ing sites to help keep Clermont County 
litter free and beautiful.  One of the des-
ignated meetings sites will be City Hall 
in Milford. Volunteers will meet rain or 
shine at the City of Milford Municipal 
Building, 745 Center Street, to collect 
their supplies. Your participation in this 
yearÕs event will help remove unsightly 
litter from our communityÕs roads and 
encourage others to show pride in our 
neighborhood by keeping it clean.  Af -
terwards there will be a cook-out that 
is always a fun event! Please call 248-
5092 to register at the City of Milford 
meeting site. Registered participants 
will receive t-shirts, vests, gloves, and 
garbage bags. T-shirts are limited, so 
register early! If you would like to vol-
unteer for the Clean and Green Pick-Up 
on April 22, contact Clermont 20/20 

Clean and Green at 753-9222 or e-mail 
cleanandgreen@clermont2020.org.

¥ The East Fork River Sweep 
will be held Saturday, April 29, begin-
ning at 9 a.m. Volunteer crews will 
cover stretches of the East Fork from 
Williamsburg to Milford, as well as 
Stonelick and East Fork Lake.  All sup-
plies (except bug repellant) will be pro-
vided, including canoes, event t-shirts, 
and lunch.  Walking sites will also be 
available at East Fork State Park and 
Sycamore Park in Batavia.  For infor-
mation, please call 734-4323.

¥ Super Senior Saturday chaired 
by Karen Jessee will be held at Mul-
berry School, Buckwheat Road, on 
Saturday April 29.  This annual event 
is offered to all seniors in the area.  
Vendors from area agencies are invited 
to provide information that will help 
our seniors continue their indepen-

dence and healthy living.  The popular 
chair volleyball tournament will return.  
If you know of a team that would like to 
participate have them call the Chamber 
at 831-2411.  Super Senior Saturday is 
from 10 am-1 pm and is free to all.    

¥ Go with the Flow will be held 
Sunday, May 19 from 11 am to 5pm.   
Have fun and help Þght Breast Cancer 
by traveling in canoe or kayak 5 miles 
on the Little Miami River from the Kel-
ley Nature Preserve in Miamiville,to 
the American Legion Hall Post 450.

¥ Frontier Days chaired by Charles 
Evans will be June 1-4. Starting off 
with the parade, the festival will take 
place at the American Legion Grounds 
in Milford with many new activities 
and entertainment for the whole fam-
ily. For more information on becoming 
a booth vendor or for a parade applica-
tion, please visit our website at www.
milfordmiamitownship.com or call the 
Chamber at 831-2411.  No applications 
will be accepted before March 1.

¥ Bill Knepp hosts Thursday 
Morning Weekly Gatherings for se-
niors 55+ at the Milford Fire FighterÕs 
Community Hall, 1005 Lila Avenue on 
the west side of the Milford Shopping 
Center.  Please come and enjoy a free 
coffee at 8 am and continental break-
fast at 9 am, along with prizes and en-
tertainment. Contact Bill at 248-1130.

  Milford Community Activities
City-wide Yard Sale

Milford will hold its biannual city-wide 
yard sale Friday, May 19 through Sunday, 
May 21. During this weekend, residents 
can host a yard sale at their home without 
purchasing a permit.  Please keep the fol-
lowing guidelines in mind: 
¥ Signs cannot be place within the CityÕs 

right-of-way or on telephone poles
¥ Signs may be place on private prop-

erty with the permission of the owner
¥ All signs must be removed 24 hours 

after the sale ends
¥ Violators of these codes may be 

cited.

         Milford Urban Trail System
The Milford Urban Trail System consists of paths and sidewalks 

along the Little Miami River, near historic downtown Milford and through 
several charismatic neighborhoods. 

The Urban Trail System provides opportunities to exercise and 
socialize while learning more about our communityÕs history, cultural 
and natural resources. The Urban Trail System also provides safe 
pedestrian connection between neighborhoods, schools, parks, and 
other community resources, including historic downtown Milford. 

For a copy of the Milford Urban Trail System please visit our website at 
www.milfordohio.org or pick up a copy at City Hall.

Promont House Museum
Greater Milford Area Historical Society

Activities/Events 
¥ 3/2/06 Jim Houston presents ÒSons of 

Union Veterans of the Civil WarÓ
¥ 3/25/06 ÒPioneer CookingÓ with Miami 

Township Recreation
¥  4/2/06 4th Annual Daffodil Day 
¥  4/6/06 Jim Williams presents ÒThe Rever-

end Phillip GatchÓ
¥  4/27/06 Master storyteller and author Rick 

Sowash 
¥  5/4/06 Dave Hackaman presents Fasci-

nating Flapper gowns ÒRevolutionary War 
Re-enactmentÓ 

For additional information please visit the 
http://home.fuse.net/promonthouse/Home
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By Lt. Jon Frye
Fir e Prevention

Milford Community Fir eÞghters 
Appr eciation Dinner

On January 28 the Milford Com-
munity FireÞghters club recognized 
the following people at their annual 
appreciation dinner:

¥NCE received a Patriotism 
Award for their efforts in remember-
ing 9-11-01.  NCE has donated all the 
ßags you see ßying within our city 
showing support to our troops over-
seas and for those who have given the 
ultimate sacriÞce. 

¥Nick Thiele received FireÞghter 
of the Year for his hard work and dedi-
cation to our community. 

¥Rob Brinkman received the 
Howard Glancy award for his con-
tinuous efforts in furthering his edu-
cation to beneÞt our community. 

¥Milford-Miami Township Cham-
ber of Commerce received the Busi-
ness of the Year for their efforts in 
helping Small BusinessÕs with growth 
and enhancement of their services.

Smoke Detector Reminder:
Change Your Clock, Change Your Battery

Hopefully everyone remembered 
to change all your smoke detector 
batteries, if you havenÕt you still have 
time. Get out your stepladder and get 
to work. If you need a 9-volt for your 
detector, just bring your old battery to 
the Þrehouse and we will exchange it 
for a new one free of charge. A happy 
smoke detector is a quiet smoke detec-
tor full of energy.  We will also change 
your battery in your Weather radio for 
severe weather.

Severe Weather Tips
During the spring months, severe 

weather and high winds can strike 
with little notice.  If you see a wire 
down on the ground after a storm or 
at any other time, it is considered a 
live wire and should be avoided.  A 

wire that has fallen on or 
near a fence is especially 
dangerous, because it could 
energize the entire fence 
with electricity.

The best way to handle 
this situation is to stay 
away from the hazard and 
call 911 and Cinergy at 
651- 4182 to report the 
wire.  Please note that if you need 
Cinergy for a natural gas leak, the 
phone number is 651-4466.

Child Safety Car Seat Program
As stated before the Milford 

Community Fire Department was 
commended by ChildrenÕs Hospi-
tal for completing over 40% of the 
Child Safety Car Seat checks in 
the Cincinnati area.  This program 
allows residents to have a full car 
safety seat inspection at the Þre-
house.  If your seat does not meet 
the proper safety criteria, or if it 
has a recall, you will receive a new 
car seat installed before you leave 
at no cost.  The Milford Communi-
ty FireÞghters Club and ChildrenÕs 
Hospital donated all seats.  For 
appointments or more information 

call the Milford Community Fire 
Department at 831-7777.

Play Bingo With Milford 
Community Fir eÞghters Club

Come and Support our FireÞght-
ers Tobacco-Free Bingo every Thurs-
day night at 7:00pm. Please tell your 
friends and family to come join us at 
the Milford Community FireÞghters 
Hall located at 1005 Lila Avenue, in 
the Milford Shopping Center. We have 
purchased a Bucket Truck, which also 
carries our Air ReÞll Station, Thermal 
Imaging Camera to assist in rescue 
operations. The proceeds from Bingo 
also pay for our FireÞghters Commu-
nity hall, Child Safety Car Seat Pro-
gram and several other community 
related items.  

The Milford Community Fire 
Department is online at 

www.milfordcommunityfd.org

FireÞghters, local businesses recieve honors

Tornado Safety Tips:
¥Tornadoes can occur without 

warning, giving you little time to act. It is 
important to know the basics of tornado 
safety, so that you can survive if one 
should strike. 

¥The safest place to be during a 
tornado is underground. Head to the 
basement and find something sturdy to 
crawl under. 

¥Be aware of emergency shelter 
plans in buildings and schools where 
you and your family spend time. 

¥If you are caught outside, lie flat in 
a low spot. Use your arms and hands to 

protect your head, as tornadoes cause 
debris to be blown at very high speeds. 

Tornado Facts:
¥A tornado is a violently rotating 

column of air extending from a thunder-
storm to the ground. 

¥The peak tornado season in Ohio is 
between April and July. 

¥The average forward speed of a 
tornado is 30-miles-per-hour and move-
ment is generally from southwest to 
northeast. 

¥Ohio averages 16 tornadoes and 5 
tornado-related fatalities each year.

Be safe this tornado season
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Chamber and Old Milford 
Merchants make city visible

(Continued from page 1)
that you do for Milford.

 The Old Milford Merchants Association has also become 
much more visible and vital. In my opinion, a large part of 
the credit should go to Mark Sund, the current President of 
OMMA. Mark has a real ß air and passion for promoting down-
town. His skills have really helped to elevate and improve this 
organization.  Of course, there are many folks who have made 
major contributions but there just isnÕt enough room to mention all 
of them today.

 I would like to update our citizens on two projects that I 
am always asked about. First, is the Clermont Lumber Site and 
proposed condominium development. The city and the develop-
ers are essentially in agreement with our plan for participation. 
All parties are waiting approval from Little Miami, Inc and the 
National Scenic Rivers Commission for a permit to repair the 
river erosion at the site. Nothing can be done until the riverbank 
is stabilized. Since the Little Miami is a National Scenic River, no 
ÒÞ xesÓ can be made unless a permit is granted. The city, developer 
and landowner have all contributed money to a stabilization plan 
that is currently in the works from a contractor who has done other 
stabilization projects. This plan will be presented to the above 
parties and hopefully we will obtain the permit. We should have 
an answer within the next six months. If the permit is granted, the 
developer and the city are ready to move forward immediately. I 
have my Þ ngers crossed. This development offers so many posi-
tive beneÞ ts for our community they are difÞ cult to enumerate in a 
short article.

 The second project is the rebuilding of the Korner Barber 
Shop building. There are some issues that need to be worked out 
before construction can begin. Dale Roe and Steve Early are very 
eager to begin. They provided the city with an architectural ren-
dering of the new building last week at council. Everyone who 
saw this concept was very impressed. I can state without reserva-
tion that the new structure is magniÞ cent.

 On January 3rd, the recently elected council members were 
sworn in as was the Mayor and Vice Mayor. Jim Antell, Kim Mc-
Beath and Amy Brewer are the council members. I was re-elected 
as Mayor and Kim McBeath is our new Vice Mayor. All of us look 
forward to serving our community in a professional, ethical man-
ner. Thanks to all of you for providing us with the opportunity to 
serve.

Happy New Year

Lou Bishop
Mayor of the City of Milford

From The Mayor: MILFORD POLICE
We never know for sure what 

Ohio weather will be like. Most 
accidents occur during blustery 
weather because of driver inat-
tention to the weather conditions.  
We do know that these weather 
conditions can create a driving 
hazard. As you are diving this 
winter please take special care in the rain, high winds 
and other winter driving conditions.

RAIN: When rain begins to fall lightly, water, dust, 
oil and leaves cause the roadway to become slippery. 
When this happens, increase your following distance. 
Take special care on curves and turns and while brak-
ing. Your headlights should be on when operating your 
wipers. When rain begins to fall heavily, your tires may 
Òhydroplane.Ó This means the tires are riding on a layer 
of water and not on the roadway. Avoid hydroplaning by 
slowing down. 

HIGH WINDS: Wind can be a difficult problem for all 
drivers. Wind is especially difficult for drivers of trucks, 
recreational vehicles, campers and trailers-in-tow. In 
high winds, you should reduce your speed and make 
steering corrections when you go from a protected area 
to an open area and when meeting large vehicles such 
as trucks and buses. Heavy rain or sleet often accom-
panies high winds. You should be alert to wet or slippery 
areas and plan for those conditions. In high winds, the 
Illinois Tollway System will ban the hauling of house trail-
ers.

WINTER DRIVING: Winter is the most difficult driv-
ing season due to many reasons, including ice, snow, 
lower temperatures, and fewer daylight hours. When 
driving in winter conditions:

¥Drive slower and increase your following distance. 
Roadway conditions may vary depending upon the sun, 
shade, or roadway surface.

¥Remove all snow and ice from your vehicle. Clear 
all windows, and do not start driving until your wind-
shield is defrosted and clear. Be sure you have non-
freezing windshield washer liquid and that your head-
lights and taillights are visible.

¥Be sure your vehicle is maintained properly. Lights, 
brakes, windshield wipers, defrosters, radiator and other 
parts should be in good working order.

¥Start slowly. Gentle braking, in slow, steady 
strokes, helps you find out how much traction you have. 
Begin braking early when you come to an intersection or 
a stop.

¥Approach bridges, shaded spots, overpasses and 
turns slowly. They may remain icy after the rest of the 
roadway is clear and dry.

Chief Machan



City of Milford News Ñ 5

By Paul Berringer

Clermont Soil/Water 

Conservation Dist.

When rains fall on road-
ways and rooftops, it ßows 
down gutters and into storm 
sewers, picking up pollutants 
as it goes. Besides affecting 
the quality of water in streams 
and rivers, this runoff can cause 
them to ßood more quickly.

You can do your part 
to protect water quality and 
minimize the runoff from your 
home lot:

¥Install rain barrels to 
catch water from downspouts. 
This water is ideal for watering 
lawns, gardens, or indoor plants 
because it isnÕt chlorinated. Be-
sides, itÕs free!

¥Grow a rain garden in a 
natural depression or dig a spot 
for one. Plant water-tolerant 
plants to Þlter runoff as it soaks 
into the soil. 

¥Terrace steep slopes to 
slow runoff, allowing more to 
soak in and reducing erosion.

¥Replace paved sidewalks 
and driveways with materials 
that allow water to inÞltrate, 
such as gravel, stones, bricks, 
mulch, wood chips, and ground 
cover plantings.

¥Wash your car at a com-
mercial car wash that treats and 
recycles wash water, or wash 
it at home over a grassy area 
or gravel using biodegradable, 
phosphorus-free soap.

¥Use a drip pan to catch 
leaks from your car until you 
can get them Þxed.

¥Bury pet waste, ßush it or 
bag it and dispose of it in the 
garbage. ItÕs a source of bacte-
rial contamination in runoff.

¥Minimize the use of pes-
ticides and fertilizers on your 
lawn and follow label instruc-
tions. 

¥If you own an on-site 
septic system, make sure it is 
functioning properly.  

For additional ideas for 
backyard conservation, contact 
your stormwater or conserva-
tion district. 

Homeowners know how important it 
is to maintain their yard, driveway, fences, 
and other items for both aesthetics and the 
safety of their family and neighbors.

With proper care and maintenance, all 
of these can maximize the value of a prop-
erty. There is one shared responsibility of 
a community that is often overlooked - the 
maintenance of a storm water pond. Just 
as Þxing a broken fence or Þlling in a pot 
hole improves a neighborhood, maintain-
ing a clean, effective storm water pond can 
beneÞt the entire community by preventing 
ßooding and soil erosion, both within the 
neighborhood and downstream.

A storm water pond may be the pond in 
your backyard that holds water year-round, 
or it can be a dry depressed area or basin.  
These ponds help to store and treat rain-
water that runs off from rooftops, streets, 
driveways, and sidewalks until it can drain 

into the ground or a nearby stream or lake. 
Wet ponds (also retention ponds) are 

designed to store some water all the time. 
The overßow is discharged to a stream or 
lake when it reaches a certain level. Any 
impurities are Þltered out through natural 
processes of settling and pollutant uptake 
by plants.  Dry ponds (also detention 
ponds) are designed to hold rainwater for 
24 to 48 hours and slowly get rid of it over 
time. 

Proper management of storm water 
ponds is essential to a clean, healthy, and 
safe community. There are certain routine 
activities that homeowners associations 
and private property owners can do to help.  
These include:

 ¥ Mowing to keep trees and shrubs 
from growing

¥ Removing trash and debris from 
structures 

¥ Inspecting pipes and trash racks for 
clogging and blockages

¥ Maintain safety features such as 
fences and locks on valves

Other maintenance activities, such as 
major structural repairs, dredging excess 
sediment from ponds and cleaning clogged 
pipes will need to be performed by profes-
sionals.  For safety reasons, homeowners 
should not enter a conÞned space such 
as a pipe to do any kind of maintenance.  
Homeowners associations should develop 
a long term maintenance plan with a time 
line for speciÞc activities to be performed.  
Note that stormwater pond maintenance is 
not always the duty of a homeowners as-
sociation.  Residents bordering the pond 
should inquire about maintenance respon-
sibilities.  

Contact the City of MilfordÕs Storm 
Water Department at 248-5093.

This is the time of the year 
when our doorbells begin ring-
ing with peddlers and solicitors 
wanting donations or selling 
everything from magazines to 
windows and siding. All ped-
dlers, solicitors and itinerant 
vendors (temporary or transient 
business) must be licensed by 
the City. Religious and chari-
table groups must also register 
for a license, but no fee is re-
quired.

Here is some useful infor-
mation regarding peddlers and 
solicitors within Milford:

License Required: Every 
person peddling goods, solicit-
ing business, or Þnancial or 
material donations must Þll 
out an application and pay a 
fee to be licensed by the Police 
Department. Before the license 
is issued, the applicants are 
subjected to a criminal back-
ground check and the company 
is checked to make sure it is 
legitimate. The license shall be 
exhibited to any law enforce-
ment ofÞcer or private resident 
upon request. 

Peddling/Soliciting Hours: 
The hours for persons peddling 
goods or soliciting business or 
donations is from 9 a.m. to 8 
p.m.

Religious, charitable 
groups and local sports, school 
or youth organizations are 
exempt form the licensing and 
registering requirements. They 
must, however, follow the 
same hours of operation as a 
licensed peddler or solicitor.

In the event you do not 
want ANYONE coming to 
your door for any reason, you 
can post a sign prominently 
displayed in a conspicuous 
spot near the main entrance to 
your residence, which reads 
ÒNO PEDDLERS OR SO-
LICITORSÓ. These signs can 
usually be found in hardware 
or home improvement stores.  
A peddler or solicitor ignoring 
or passing this sign is subject 
to arrest. You can also ask the 
peddler or solicitor to leave 
your property. By law, they are 
required to leave immediately 
or they are subject to arrest.

How to manage a storm water pond properly

Backyard conservation reduces 
chance of storm water problems

Door-to-door peddlers, solicitors 
and itinerant vendors beware
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CITY MANAGER’S REPORT
By Loretta Rokey,
City Manager

We have several capital projects that will be under way 
in 2006.

A contract has been awarded in the 
amount of $60,000 to install a new mast 
arm signal at Mohawk Trail and Lila Av-
enue to replace antiquated equipment at 
this intersection.  This project should be 
underway soon.

The Powhatton Storm Sewer project 
will be bid as soon as the plans receive OEPA approval. More 
information will be sent to residents within the project area 
prior to construction.  Future projects will include stormwater 
improvements identiÞ ed in the master plan.

 A new well is currently being developed at the Water 
Treatment Plant and plans for a new 336,000-gallon clearwell 
are awaiting OEPA approval.

 We are also awaiting OEPA approval of plans to re-direct 
sewer from a Combined Sewer Overß ow (CSO) that runs 
from Main Street at GarÞ eld Avenue to Mill Street. This Þ rst 
phase involves a 27Ó pipe that discharges water and waste-
water to the Little Miami River during wet weather ß ows.  
Future phases will eliminate a 54Ó discharge into the Little 
Miami River near Riverside Park.  Once sewer separation is 
complete, these discharges will only carry stormwater.  Prior 
to construction, more detailed information will be provided 
to the Old Milford Merchants Association and those affected 
within the project area.

In February, construction will begin on the expansion of 
our Wastewater Treatment Plant.  Following completion, plant 
capacity will be increased from 750,000 gallons per day to 
1.2 million gallons per day to accommodate current and future 
growth.  In order to fund increases in water and wastewater 
operating costs and long-term capital projects, City Council 
authorized Water and Sewer rate studies in 2005. Study results 
suggest a 12% increase in Water and 10% increase in sewer 
rates in order to fund current operations and future projects. If 
our consultantÕs recommendations are adopted, a typical two-
month bill based upon usage at 7,750 gallons per month (EPA 
standard) would increase a Water bill from $57.75 to $65.01 
and a Sewer bill from $68.98 to $75.95, or roughly $7.00 per 
month for both utilities.  The cityÕs rates were last increased 
in 1998.  As of this writing, the Public Services Committee of 
City Council is reviewing this recommendation.

All of our water and wastewater projects are receiving low 
interest loans and grants from the OEPA Division of Financial 
Assistance and Ohio Public Works Commission.  We strive to 
leverage local dollars with state and federal funding whenever 
possible.  If you have questions regarding any of these proj-
ects, please feel free to contact me at 831-4192.

Milford completes ÔTree 
City USAÕ application

The City of Milford had completed the Tree City 
USA application in December 2005. The Urban For-
ester, with ODNR, has given our application a favor-
able review and has submitted the application to the 
National Arbor Day Foundation. A component of the 
City of MilfordÕs Forestry efforts in 2006 will include 
the replacement of some of the dead 
trees, which were removed in 2005.

The Tree City USA¨  program, 
sponsored by The National Arbor 
Day Foundation in cooperation with 
the USDA Forest Service and the Na-
tional Association of State Foresters, 
provides direction, technical assistance, public atten-
tion, and national recognition for urban and community 
forestry programs in thousands of towns and cities that 
more than 93 million Americans call home.

To qualify for Tree City USA, a town or city must 
meet four standards established by The National Arbor 
Day Foundation and the National Association of State 
Foresters.

These standards were established to ensure that 
every qualifying community would have a viable tree 
management plan and program.

It is important to note that they were also designed 
so that no community would be excluded because of 
size.

1. Your city must have a Tree Board or Forestry 
Department. This only means that if your city canÕt af-
ford a department for tree care and management, you 
can create a board of volunteers. This is the only way to 
go in smaller communities. 

2. Your city must have a local tree ordinance. It 
will provide clear guidance for planting, maintaining 
and removing trees from streets, parks and other public 
places. In the City of Milford tree care is the responsi-
bility of the property owner.

3. Your city must spend $2 per capita. A little 
investigation usually reveals that more than this amount 
is already being spent by the municipality on its trees.
If not, you may need the Tree City USA program more 
than you know. However, there is no application fee.

4. Your city must promote Arbor Day. This may 
be the easiest of the four standards. Proclaim Arbor 
Day in your city and plant a few trees.

The Urban and Community Forestry Coordinator in 
your State ForesterÕs ofÞ ce will be happy to work with 
communities in taking these Þ rst steps toward better 
community forestry.



City of Milford News Ñ 7

By Jeff Wright
City of Milford

A permit is required anytime you 
open, build, or modify an existing or 
proposed business or home. These per-
mits are handled, issued and enforced 
by the Planning & Zoning Department 
and Building Department of the City of 
Milford.

The first step in obtaining a permit 
is for the homeowner or contractor to 
complete an application and submit it 
to the Planning & Zoning Department. 
Upon receipt, the application will be 
reviewed by various city departments 
to ensue the proposed project’s compli-
ance.  Assuming approval, a permit will 
be issued to the applicant for the pro-
posed project.  The work will then be 
subject to inspection by the Building or 
Zoning Inspector. These inspections are 
necessary to help make certain that the 
work is completed properly and with 
all safety and compliance assurances. 
The permit process can be time con-

suming depending on the project, so be 
sure to submit plans early. A Building 
Permit can take anywhere from 5 to 10 
busness days on average for approval, 
while a Zoning Certificate can take 
three to seven days. Failure to obtain a 
Building Permit or Zoning Certificate 
could lead to an order for immediate 
work stoppage, and failure to comply 
within fifteen days can warrant a maxi-
mum fine of $200.00 for each day of 
noncompliance.

 Any questions may be directed to 
the City of Milford Planning & Zon-
ing Department at (513) 248-5093 or 
(513) 248-5098. 

Due date for filing tax return has 
been changed to April 17.

We have mandatory Þling. All 
residents are required to file a return 
whether or not any tax is due regardless 
if you rent or own. If for some reason 
you do not have any taxable income for 
the year, you need to return your Mil-
ford tax form with an explanation.

A copy of page 1 of your Federal 
Income Tax Return (Form 1040) must 
be included with your City of Milford 
Income Tax Return.  This will help en-
sure that all taxable income is reported 
to the City and that non-taxable income 
is not included on the City return.  Any 
Federal Forms and schedules that sup-
port items listed on the City return must 
also be included (e.g. Form W-2, W-2G 
(Lottery, Gambling, & Sports winnings 
are taxable) 1099-MISC, 2106, 5745, 
Schedule C, E, and F etc.)

PART YEAR RESIDENT: All 
income earned in Milford is fully tax-

able and reportable. All other income 
earned while a resident is reportable. 
Gross income may be pro-rated for 
a partial year as shown on Line 3 as 
taxable income. Include a copy of any 
documentation you may have (i.e. a 
pay stub or employer statement show-
ing your gross year-to-date wages as of 
the date of your move).

We do not allow credit for taxes 
paid to another municipality. We do not 
collect or refund taxes $5.00 or under.

FEDERAL EXTENTION:  A 
copy of your Federal extension or writ-
ten extension request must be received 
by April 17, accompanied by your pay-
ment in full of any tax deemed due, 
your Declaration of Estimated Tax and 
first quarter payment. The extension 
allows for additional time to file, but 
does not extend the time to pay the tax 
due.

AMENDED RETURNS: An 
amended return is needed for any year 

in which an amended Federal return is 
filed or in which your Federal tax li-
ability has changed.

PAYMENTS:   Make your check 
or money order payable to Milford Tax 
Department. VISA/MasterCard pay-
ments are accepted in the office only.

Walk in assistance is available at 
no charge in preparing your City of 
Milford Income Tax Return. Please 
bring your W-2’s, a copy of page 1 of 
your Federal Income Tax return and 
any appropriate federal schedules. Our 
office is located at the City of Milford 
Municipal Building, 745 Center Street, 
Suite #220. The Tax Department is 
open Monday-Friday 8:30 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. with the exception of holi-
days. If you have any questions, please 
contact the Tax Department at (513) 
248-5082.

Additional tax forms are avail-
able at the following web address 
www.milfordohio.org.

New drop-off recycling center

The Adam-Clermont Solid Waste District 
will be operating a recycling drop-off center in 
the City of Milford.

This 8 cubic yard container will allow 
business and residents in apartments not 
currently receiving curbside service to partici-
pate in our efforts to recycle and reduce the 
amount of garbage put into the landfills.

The location of the Drop-off Recycling 
center is at City Hall and available 24 hours 
a day, seven days a week. We accept many 
items for recycling, including newspaper, 
glass, aluminum, plastics #1 and #2, corru-
gated cardboard, paperboard, mixed paper, 
and junk mail. Corrugated cardboard should 
be flattened and cut or torn into 2 foot by 2 
foot pieces.

If possible, do not place all your recycla-
ble materials in a plastic garbage bag. Place 
them in a brown paper bag or carry them to 
a drop-off center in a reusable container. The 
plastic bags are hard to empty and disposed 
afterwards.

The county will check and empty the 
container two or three times a week as 
needed. For additional information please 
contact City of MilfordÕs Waste and Recycling 
Coordinator at 248-5092.

Tax Time: Don't forget to Þle with City of M ilford

Do I need a permit? Better check Þrst

¥ Accessory buildings, 
i.e. garage or shed

¥ Antennas and /or 
satellite dishes

¥ Building additions
¥ Change of use
¥ Conditional use
¥ Decks

¥ Demolition
¥ Fences
¥ HVAC
¥ New Construction 
¥ Pools
¥ Signs
¥ Zone Changes

Projects/Requests Requiring a Permit:
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Milford City Council
Lou Bishop, Mayor

Kim McBeath, Vice-Mayor
Craig Kolb, Council Member

Charlene A. Hinners, Council Member
Shannon Reynolds, Council Member

James Antell, Council Member
Amy Brewer, Council Member

Michael Minniear, Law Director
Joanne Trilety, Clerk of Council 

Loretta Rokey, City Manager

Council Meetings are held the Þ rst and third Tuesday
of every month at 7 p.m. in Council Chambers

February 20 PresidentsÕ Day
   City OfÞ ces Closed
February 21 Council Meeting
March 7  Council Meeting
March 21  Council Meeting
April 4 Council Meeting
April 18  Council Meeting
May 2  Council Meeting
May 16  Council Meeting
May 29  Memorial Day
   City OfÞ ces Closed

Emergency Police/Fire/Life Squad: ........................................... 911 
Building Department: ....................................................... 248-5098 
Fire (non-emergency): ..................................................... 831-7777 
General Administration: ................................................... 831-4192 
Greenlawn Cemetery: ...................................................... 831-4013 
Income Tax Office: ........................................................... 248-5082 
Mayor’s Court: ................................................................. 248-5085 
Planning and Zoning: ....................................................... 248-5093 
Police (non-emergency): ................................................. 248-5084 
Recycling/Solid Waste Collection: ...................................  248-5092 
Service/Street Department: ............................................. 831-7018 
Utility Billing Information: ................................................. 248-5081 
Wastewater Department: .................................................  831-6982 
Water Department: .......................................................... 831-6819 
Clermont County Board of Elections: .............................. 732-7275 
Driver’s License/Plates (BMV): ........................................ 248-0500 
Milford Area Chamber of Commerce: ............................... 831-2411 
Title Office/Clerk of Courts: ............................................. 831-9474 
Health Department: .......................................................... 732-7499

Ohio Representative Joseph Uecker.....................1- 614-466-8134 
Ohio Senator Tom Niehaus ...................................1- 614-466-8082

U.S. House Rep. Jean Schmidt.............................1- 800-784-6366
     Cincinnati Office ...................................................513-791-0381
     Batavia office ........................................................513-732-2948
    
U.S. Senator Mike Dewine ....................................1-202-224-2315
      Cincinnati Office .............................................     513-763-8260
U.S. Senator George Voinovich .............................1-202-224-3353
      Cincinnati Office ..................................................513-684-3265

Governor Bob Taft ..................................................1-614-466-3555

Inside this issue:

¥ City honors Gov. John Pattison

¥ Tax Filing information

¥ New recycling location opens at City Hall

¥ Community Events, Safety Tips & More!

Keep up with MilfordÕs current issues in the comfort of 
your own home! City Council meetings are broadcast every 

week on Cable Channel 17 on Wednesdays 
at 10:00 p.m. , and on Saturdays at 8:00 p.m. 


